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“Subprime” Voted 2007 Word of the Year
by American Dialect Society

HILTON CHICAGON JAN. 4 In its 18th annual words of the year vote, the American
Dialect Society voteds@bprimeO as the word of the year. Subprime is an adjective used to
describe a risky or less than ideal loan, mortgage, or investment. Subprime was also winner of a
brandnew 2007 category for real estate words, a category which sefftecpreoccupation of
the press and public for the past year with a deepening mortgage crisis.

Presiding at the Jan. 4 voting session were ADS Executive Secretary Allan Metcalf of
McMurray College and Professor Wayne Glowka, Dean of Arts and Humaritesrdardt
College, chair of the New Words Committee of the American Dialect Society. Wayne edits the
column OAmong the New WordsO in the societyOs quarterly joueniakin Speech.

OWhen you have investment companies losing billions of dollars ovethgugriike
bundled subprime loans, then you have to consider whether itOs important,O Professor Glowka
said. OYou probably also want to think about paying off that third mortgage.O

Word of the Year is interpreted in its broader sense as Ovocabulafy itetj@st words
but phrases. The words or phrases do not have to be heandut they have to be newly
prominent or notable in the past year, in the mann&imoé magazineOs Person of the Year.

The voteis the longestunning such vote anywhere, the onlye not tied to commercial
interests, andie word-of-the-year event up to which all others leadslfully informed by the
membersO expertise in the study of words, but it is far from a solemn occasion. Members in the
118yearold organization includénguists, lexicographers, etymologists, grammarians,
historians, researchers, writers, authors, editors, professors, university students, and independent
scholars. In conducting the vote, they act in fun and do not pretend to be officially inducting
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wordsinto the English language. Instead they are highlighting that language change is normal,
ongoing, and entertaining.

In a companion vote, sibling organization the American Name Society voted OBetray UsO
as Name of the Year for 2007 in its fourth annual exafrthe-year contest.

AMERICAN DIALECT SOCIETY VOTE TALLIES

The number after each nomination is the number of votes it received. Numbers separated
by slash marks indicate a roiff. Voting totals are for each category might not be identical
because thaumber of voters might have changed for each category.

WORD OF THE YEAR WINNER: subprime , an adjective used to describe a risky or less
than ideal loan, mortgage, or investment. 79

green prefix/compounding form Designates environmental concern, agrienwashing. 9
surgean increase in troops in a war zone. 1

Facebookall parts of speech. 11

waterboarding an interrogation technique in which the subject is immobilized and doused with
water to simulate drownind.

GooglegSngeA person with your name whshows up when you google yourself. 7
wide stance, to have 8o be hypocritical or to express two conflicting points of view. When
Senator Larry Craig was arrested in a public restroom and accused of making signals with his
foot that police said meant heawin search of a anonymous sex, Craig said it was a
misunderstanding and that he just had a wide stance when using the toilet.

N MOST USEFULN

WINNER: green- prefix/compounding form Designates environmental concern, as in
greenwashing. 43/59

bacn Imper®nal email such as alerts, newsletters, and automated reminders that are nearly as
annoying as spam but which one has chosen to receive. 14

celebu prefix Indicates celebrity, as welebutard. 13

connectile dysfunctionlnability to gain or maintain a coeation. 5

wrap rage Anger brought on by the frustration of trying to open a faeseled purchase. 39/55

N MOST CREATIVE N

WINNER GooglegSngerPerson with your name who shows up when you google yousdelf

boom An instance of a military explosion in tpéraseseft of boom, which describes the US
militaryOs efforts to root out insurgents before they do harmigimaef boom, which
describes efforts to minimize attacks with better equipment, systems, and medichl care.

lolcat On the Internet, an odd tunny picture of a cat given a humorous and intentionally
ungrammatical caption in large block letters. From LOL + cat. 20

tapafication The tendency of restaurants to serve food in many small portions, similar to tapas. 4

N MOST UNNECESSARYN

WINNER Happy Kwanhanamas![Kwanza +Hanukka + Christias] Happy holidays! 63
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truther Someone who espouses a conspiracy theory about the events of 9/11. 5
vegansexualA person who eats no meat, uses no andealved goods, and who prefers not to
have sex with notwegans. 35

N MOST OUTRAGEOUSN

WINNER toe-tapper A homosexual. Senator Larry Craig was arrested in June for an encounter
in a public restroom in which te@pping was said to have been used as a sexual@on’®

nappy-headed hoAn expression used on the Dionmus radio show, and repeated by the host,
about the womenOs basketball team at Rutgers University. 27

make it rain To drop paper money on a crowd of people, especially in strip clubs, nightclubs, or
casinos. 2

N MOST EUPHEMISTIC N

WINNER human terrain team A group of social scientists employed by the US military to
serve as cultural advisers in Iraq or Afghanistan. 60
shmashmortion/smushmortionAbortion. 8
va-j-j Also va-jay-jay orvajayjay The vagina. 30

N MOST LIKELY TO SUCCE EDN

WINNER green- prefix/lcompounding form Designates environmental concern, as in
greenwashing. 70

global weirding An increase in severe or unusual environmental activity often attributed to
global warming. This includes freakish weather and new animal migration paierns.

Super-Duper TuesdayFeb. 5th, the day 23 US states will hold primary elections. Also known
asTsunami Tuesday 1

wide stance, to have &0 be hypocritical or to express two conflicting points of view. When
Senator Larry Craig was arrested in a public restroonaacalsed of making signals with his
foot that police said meant he was in search of a anonymous sex, Craig said it was a
misunderstanding and that he just had a wide stance when using the toilet. 13

locavore someone who eats food that is grown or produceallly. Nominated by Dick Bailey.
13

texter a person who sends text messages. 5

N LEAST LIKELY TO SUCC EEDN

WINNER strand-in Protest duplicating being stranded inside an airplane on a delayed flight.
31/74

Billary/Hill -Bill Bill and Hillary Clinton. 1

earmarxist A congressman or senator who adds earrfanksney designated for a particular
person or grou to legislation. Coined by the blog Redstate to refer to Democrats. 32/2

guadriboobageThe appearance of having four breasts caused by wearing a brasgier¢oih
small. 40/19

N NEW CATEGORY: REAL ESTATE/MORTGAGE/LOAN WORDS N
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WINNER subprime Used to describe a risky or poorly documented loan or mortgage. 65

exploding ARM An AdjustableRate Mortgage whose rates soon rise beyond a borrowerOs ability
to pay.10

liarOs loadiiar loan Money borrowed from a financial institution under false pretenses,
especially in the form of a Ostated incomeO ed@u loan which can permit a borrower to
exaggerate income. 1

NINJA No Income,No Job or4ssets. A poorly documéed loan made to a higisk borrower.
34

scratch and dent loanA loan or mortgage that has become a risky debt investment, especially
one secured with minimal documentation or made by a borrower who has missed payments.
2

Founded in 1889, the Americandlgct Society is dedicated to the study of the English
language in North America, and of other languages, or dialects of other languages, influencing it
or influenced by it. ADS members are linguists, lexicographers, etymologists, historians,
grammariansacademics, editors, writers, and independent scholars in the fields of English,
foreign languages, and other disciplines. The society also publishes the quarterly journal
American Speech.

The American Dialect Society began choosing Words of the Year th Y¥9@ners are
listed below. A full account of the previous choices may be found on the American Dialect
SocietyOs website, www.americandialect.org.

Not all words chosen for a particular year are destined to become permanent additions to
the vocabularyY2K in 1999 and:iad in 2000 are examples of prominent terms that faded
quickly. An explanation of which words are likely to succeed may be fouRekificting New
Words: The Secrets of Their Success by Allan Metcalf, published in 2002 by Houghton Mifflin.

American Dialect Society: Words of Previous Years

2006 Word of the Yearp be plutoed, to pluto, to be demoted or devalued. Most Useful:
climate canary, an organism or species whose poor health or declining numbers hint at a larger
environmental catasiphe on the horizon. Most Creativectard, a person who is lactose
intolerant. Most Unnecessa§uriKat, the supposed nickname of the baby girl of Tom Cruise
and Katie Holmes. Most Outrageo@imbodian accessory, Angelina JolieOs adopted child who
is Cambodian. Most Euphemistigaterboarding, an interrogation technique in which the
subject is immobilized and doused with water to simulate drowning; reported to be used by U.S.
interrogators against terrorism detainees. Most Likely to Sucteedube asa verb, to use the
YouTube web site or to have a video of oneOs self be posted on the site. Least Likely to Succeed:
grup, a GenXer who does not act his or her age. New Category, {Ratated Wordszo be
plutoed, to pluto, to be demoted or devalued.

2006 Word of the Yearruthiness, what one wishes to be the truth regardless of the facts.
(From theColbert Report with Stephen Colbert, a mock news show on Comedy Central.) Most
Useful: podcast, audio or video file for downloading. Most Creativgiale-tail, the appearance
of thong or gstring underwaear above the waistband. Most UnnecegSaiy!, Kevin
Federline, Mr. Britney Spears. Most Outrageaeustchfruit, a child or children. Most
Euphemisticinternal nutrition forcefeeding a prisoner. Most Likgkto Succeedsudoku number
puzzle from Japan. Least Likely to Succeeslie-squatting registering a likely domain name of
a new pope before the pope chooses his new name in order to profit from it. Special nonce
category, Best Tom Cruideelated Wordjump the couch, to exhibit frenetic behavior like
CruiseOs coudiouncing on Oprah WinfreyOs talk show.
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2004 Word of the Yeared/blue/purple states, red favoring conservative Republicans
and blue favoring liberal Democrats, as well as the undepig@de states in the political map
of the United States. Most Usefphish, to induce someone to reveal private information by
means of deceptivermail. Most Creativepajamahadeen, bloggers who challenge and fact
check traditional media. Most Unnecessarylkette, a female stalker. Most Outrageous:
santorum, byproduct of anal sex, using the name of a senator opposed to the practice. Most
Euphemistichadly sourced, false. Most Likely to Succeeeed/blue/purple states. Least Likely
to SucceedF'LOHPA, Florida,Ohio, and Pennsylvania, important states in the 2004 presidential
election.

2003 Word of the Yearuetrosexual, fashiorconscious heterosexual male. Most Useful:
flexitarian, vegetarian who occasionally eats meat. Most Cregiiugian, person who eatsnty
free food. Most Unnecessafyeedom for OFrench,O as in fries and kisses. Most Outrageous:
cliterati, feminist writers or leaders. Most Euphemistiez-emptive self-defense, attack before a
possible attack on oneself. Most Likely to Succéa®S, Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome,
viral disease first reported in Asia in February. Least Likely to Sucaeed:co, poisonous
hybrid of tomato and tobacco. Best Revival of an old tepier hole, World War 1l term for a
hole deeper than a foxhole used $urprise attacks; in 2003, where Saddam Hussein was hiding.

2002 Word of the Yeaweapons of mass destruction or WMD, sought for in Iraq. Most
Likely to Succeedblog, from Oweblog,O a website of personal events, comments, and links.
Most Useful:google (verb), as in Oto google someone,O to search the Web using the search
engine Google for information on a person or thing. Most Crediiwvgrnophobia, strong fear of
Iraq. Most Unnecessaryombanization, feminization, from Alexander BarnesOs book OThe
Book Read Backwards: The Deconstruction of Patriarchy and the Wombanization of Being.O
Most Outrageousteuticles, fake testicles for neutered pets. Most Euphemigtigme change,
forced change in leadership.

2001 Word of the Yea®-11, 9/11 or September 11, terrorist attacks on that date. Most
Likely to Succeed9-11. Most Useful (tie)facial profiling, using video OfaceprintsO to identify
terrorists and criminals, andcond-hand speech, cell phone conversations heard by others in
public places. Most @ative:shuicide bomber, terrorist with bomb in shoes. Most Unnecessary:
impeachment nostalgia, longing for the superficial news of the Clinton era. Least Likely to
SucceedOsamaniac, woman sexually attracted to terrorist Osama bin Laden. Most Outrageous
assoline, methane used as fuel. Most Euphemisgkigsy cutter, large bomb that explodes a few
feet above the ground. Most Inspirationat’s ro//! words of Todd Beamer to start the attack
that foiled the hijackers of United Flight 93 on September 11.

2000 Word of the Yearad, a small scrap of paper punched from a voting card. Most
Likely to Succeedmuggle, Harry Potter term for a nemizard; a mundane, unimaginative
person. Most Usefutivil union, legal samesex marriage. Most Creativéot bomb, a failed dot
com. Most Unnecessarstidden loss of wealth syndrome. Least Likely to Succeedublokeys,
used in phrases like Olt scared the kablokeys out of me.O Most Outragédus:ping,
rubbing a thigh against a security card scanner to allowseddsut removing the card from
one's pocket. Most Euphemisti@urtesy call, an uninvited call from a telemarketer. Brand New
(coined during the year, not previously attested}oncede, to rescind a concession as
presidential candidate Al Gore did election night. (It was later discovered that candidate Bob
Dole hadunconceded the presidential election in 1996, and there were occasional instances of
that word going back several centuries.)

(Also chosen in January 2000: Word of the Decadé: Word d the Twentieth
Century:jazz. Word of the Millenniumse.)

1999 Word of the Year2K. Most Likely to Succeed and Most Usefubz-com, a
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company operating on the web. Most Originghersquat, to register a web address intending to
sell it at a profit Most unnecessary/illy, dance commissioned by the city of Chicago for the
millennium. Most Outrageousumanitarian intervention, use of military force for humanitarian
purposes. Most Euphemist@impassionate conservative. Brand New (coined during thear,

not previously attestedPokémania, obsession with PokZmon.

1998 Word of the Year: prefix for OelectronicO asdmail and newly prominend-
commerce. Most Likely to Succeed and Most Usefel: Most Original:multislacking, playing at
the compiter when one should be workindost Unnecessary: the entire Monica Lewinsky
word family, includingBig She as a synonym for M.L., and the vdrbwinsky, to engage in what
might be sexual relations. Least Likely to Succeegipfusion, confusion over comyers. Most
OutrageousEjaculation Proclamation, the PresidentOs confession. Most Euphemistiizi
moment, momentary lapse of memory due to age. Brand New (coined during the year, not
previously attested)agra or -gra (from the drug name&iagra), sufiix denoting substance
prompting men to perform unusually, adlirectra that causes men to ask for directions.

1997 Word of the Yearuillennium bug, also known as2K bug or Y2K problem, that
causes computers to think that the year after 1999 is 19651. lkely to Succeed? VD, Digital
Versatile Disk, optical disk expected to replace CDs. Most Useful-[tjekzi, an aggressive
pursuer, anduh (with a falling intonation), expression of someone elseOs stupidity. Most
Original: prairie dogging, poppng oneOs head above an office cubicle for the sake of curiosity.
Most Unnecessaryieaven-o, replacement for Ohello.O Most OutrageBlasida flambe, fire
caused by Florida electric chair. Most Euphemighitr. hag, bag placed over the head to assist in
suicide. Brand New (coined during the year, not previously attegteM)insense, illogical
association of an event with El Ni-o.

1996 Word of the Yearzom as insoccer mom, newly significant type of voter. Most
Likely to Succeeddrive-by, designating bef visits or hospital stays. Most Usefdhz, used
instead of OperiodO imeil and URL addresses. Most Originatebuttal, preemptive rebuttal.
Most UnnecessarWlexican hustle, another name for the Macarena (which is not Mexican).
Most Outrageousoy soldier, land mine. Most Euphemistic: (tieypban camping, living
homeless in a city, anfdod insecure, said of a country where people are starving. Most
ControversialEbonics, AfricanrAmerican vernacular English.

1995 Word of the Year: (tigYorld Wide Web on the Internet, angewt, to make
aggressive changes as a newcomer. Most Likely to Sudéeeld: Wide Web and its variants
the Web, WWW, W3. Most Useful:E.Q. (for Emotional Quotient), the ability to manage oneOs
emotions. Most Originapostal or go postal, to act irrationally, often violently, from stress at
work. Most Unnecessaryanna White shrimp, large shrimp for the restaurant market. Most
Outrageousstarter marriage, a first marriage not expected to be the last. Most Euphemistic:
patriot, one who believes in using force of arms if necessary to defend individual rights against
the government.

1994 Word of the Year: (tie}yber, pertaining to computers and electronic
communication, anegkorph, to change form. Most Promisinfjifobahn, the Inernet. Most
Useful: gingrich, to deal with government agencies, policies, and people in the manner of U.S.
House Speaker Newt Gingrich. Most Imaginatgai/ermo, an email message in a foreign
language. (The Spanish nadigillermo has the nicknam&femo.) Most Trendydress down day
or casual day, a workday when employees are allowed to dress casually. Most Euphemistic:
challenged indicating an undesirable or unappealing condition. Most Beautfulinshine,
night-time iridescence of certain forest tsee

1993 Word of the Yeatnformation superhighway, network linking computers,
television, telephone, and other electronic means of communication. Most Likely to Succeed:
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quotativelike with a form of the verlbe to indicate speech or thought. Most Useflilzg
premodified by a noun, e.g. Oa Chicago thing.O Most Imagiridtiveh, a generic,
unstimulating, lowpaying job. Most Amazing:ybersex, sexual stimulation by computer. Most
Unnecessarymosaic culture to describe a multicultural society. Most Gageouswhirlpooling,
assault of a female by a male group in a swimming pool. Most Euphenisiic huilder, a
homeless person who constructs a shanty. Most Unpronouncéabbeosaurus
nedegoapeferkimorum, a new dinosaur.

1992 Word of the Yeawot! expression of disagreement. Most Likely to Succeed?
mail, s-mail, mail that is physically delivered, as opposed-tnasl. Most Usefulgrunge, a style
of clothing. Most OriginalFranken-, genetically altered. Most Amazintfunchhausen’s
syndrome by proxy, illness fabricated to evoke sympathy for the caregiver. Most Unnecessary:
gender feminism, belief that sex roles are social, not biological. Most Outragegust
cleansing, purging of ethnic minorities.

1991 Word of the Yearunother of all —, greatest, most impressive. Most Likely to
Succeedrollerblade, skate with rollers in a single row. Most Successiujour face,
aggressive, confrontational, flamboyant. Most Originallecular pharming, pharming,
genetically modifying farm animals to ghace human proteins for pharmaceutical use. Most
Amazing:velcroid, a person who sticks by the (U.S.) president, especially for photo
opportunities. Most Unnecessamyussively parallel, many small computers yoked together.

1990 Word of the Yeatushlips, insincere political rhetoric. Most Likely to Succeed:
(tie) notebook PC, a portable personal computer weightin§ gounds, andightsizing, adjusting
the size of a staff by laying off employees. Most Useful: (6&)nostupidity, loss of ability
throughdependence on machines, andy parity, equalization of toilet facilities for the sexes.
Most Original:voice merging, the oral tradition of AfricasAmerican preachers using anotherOs
words. Most Amazingbungee jumping, jumping from a high platform witelastic cables on the
feet. Most Unnecessaryeace dividend, anticipated saving in military spending due to improved
relations with the Soviet Union. Most Outragequsitically correct, PC, adhering to principles
of left-wing social concern.
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